welfare and social inclusion for the disabled while simultaneously using them as symbolic representation for its welfare ideology. Moreover, in their study of visual representations of disability Elena Iarskaia-Smirnova and Pavel Romanov unveil discrimination embedded in the Soviet welfare policy and illustrate how disability served as cultural 'signifier' for transporting ideological patterns of an ideal socialist society. All three chapters show how the governing of disability was deeply interwoven with communist rule.
The four subsequent chapters turn to a close-up perspective on disabled life since the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Agita Lūse and Daiga Kamerāde confront professional discourses surrounding mental illness in Latvia and their impact on public stigma in relation to psychiatric patients. Next, Eszter Gábor investigates how Hungarian students with disabilities make sense of being stigmatized and how they integrate these experiences into the meaningmaking in their personal life-stories. However, living a meaningful life can also be connected to breaking a social taboo, for example publicly talking about intimate relations, as Teodor Mladenov demonstrates in his essay on disability and sexuality in Bulgaria. Furthermore, Sarah Phillips explores both self-perceived and rights-related citizenship among people with mobility issues in Ukraine. It is the joint contribution of these chapters which shows the breadth of experiences of disabled persons in post-Soviet space.
The final part of this text provides insights into various policy interventions concerning discrimination and stigmatization of persons with disabilities. Darja Zaviršek tracks how a new neoliberal work ideology in Eastern Europe still incorporates segregating elements which disadvantage people with disability. Additionally, Hisayo Katsui illuminates why the global norm of a human rights approach to the social inclusion of disabled people is unlikely to be adopted in Central Asia due to local political and social barriers. Next, Majda Bećirević and Monica Dowling discuss non-governmental organizations and their role in the development of a suitable welfare model for children with disabilities in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Bulgaria. Finally, Victoria Shmidt explores the difficulties of reforming disabled children´s education in the Caucasus Region while also adequately considering local legal and institutional particularities. All authors impressively display how international influence is fragmented and transformed locally, and how it inherits regional features of welfare arrangements in flux.
The contributors of the volume share their interest for the imprint of Soviet patterns, while elaborating upon the simultaneousness of inclusive and exclusive elements in post-Soviet societal processes and how they impact disabled people´s lives. Because most emphasis is placed on investigating state policy and individual experiences, the reader misses an analysis of civil society as the intermediate institution of social integration. Although collective interest representation and civic activity of the disabled or advocacy on their behalf is weaker than in western countries, the role of NGOs, parental initiatives, self-help groups, etc. in increasing pressure for societal changes towards empowerment and equality of disabled people cannot be underestimated. Still, this book is a unique and comprehensive account of disability in Soviet and post-Soviet space. It applies not only to scholars engaged in disability studies, but will be particularly interesting for social and political scientists researching the region. Certainly, it will
